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Abstract

This study addresses a practical question that has long remained central to Iranian foreign policy: How
can the geopolitics of resistance, strategic depth, and forward defence be transformed from instruments
of deterrence and influence into productive bargaining assets? It proceeds from the premise that Iran’s
geopolitical doctrine is neither a closed theory nor the product of a single source. Rather, it reflects a
dynamic and constructive interaction among several factors: the doctrine of Wilayat al-Faqih (Guard-
ianship of the Jurist), revolutionary identity, the imperatives of state survival and national interest,
Iran’s strategic location on the edge of Eurasia and along the Strait of Hormuz, resistance networks,
asymmetric deterrence, and its declared commitment to supporting the oppressed and promoting unity
within the Islamic world. To explain this interaction, the study draws on the literature of smart power,
coercive bargaining, two-level games, and network diplomacy.

The study demonstrates that hard power does not enhance bargaining capacity merely by virtue of
being possessed. Its negotiating value emerges when it provides a credible alternative to an agreement,
prevents unilateral coercion, and remains governed by a defined political objective and a clear ceil-
ing for escalation. Under these conditions, diplomacy can translate material power into recognition,
legitimacy, coalition-building, and operationally implementable settlements. Conversely, when pow-
er becomes detached from its political message, when allied networks are perceived as instruments
of domination, or when decision-making centers and strategic signals become fragmented, influence
gradually turns into a liability.

The study also examines the normative dimension articulated in Iran’s constitutional and revolutionary
discourse, encompassing the construction of the Islamic state, the formation of an Islamic society and
civilisation, and ultimately a universal horizon centred on justice and support for the oppressed.
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This trajectory is reinterpreted as a voluntary network linking geographically dispersed states
and societies, founded on sovereignty, equality, and scientific, economic, cultural, and humani-
tarian cooperation, rather than annexation or coercion. The study concludes that the credibility
of this vision depends on transforming justice into a shared public good, regulating deterrence
through law and ethical principles, and developing the Axis of Resistance from a predominant-
ly security-oriented and reactive structure into a multifunctional network of cooperation.
Keywords: Islamic Republic of Iran; geopolitics; strategic depth; forward defence; smart pow-
er; negotiation; soft diplomacy; support for the oppressed; Islamic society; preparation for the
advent.
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