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Abstract

The international criminal justice system went through unprecedented development following
the establishment of the Tokyo and Nuremberg tribunals for the trial of “World War II war
criminals”. It passed through various experiences and initiatives—most notably special and
hybrid criminal tribunals—ultimately leading to the creation of an international criminal court,
an achievement considered as a monumental judicial milestone. This Court has established rig-
orous principles—such as individual criminal liability—and rests on a solid foundation for pros-
ecuting perpetrators of serious violations against humanity, such as war crimes, crimes against
humanity, genocide, and the crime of aggression. While the Court plays a deterrent role on the
international stage, it does not cancel the important role of national courts, which bear the pri-
mary responsibility for prosecuting offenders within their own jurisdictions; consequently, it
serves as a court of last resort in instances where states fail to fulfill their obligations or volun-
tarily request assistance from the International Criminal Court.
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(1)- In accordance with established approach of the EU and its Member States, the EU regrets that Uganda, a State
Party of the Court, did not fulfil this week its legal obligation, in accordance with UN Security Council resolu-
tion 1593, to execute the arrest warrant against any ICC indictee present in the country. Statement by the Spokes-
person on Uganda and the International %rlmmal Court Bruxelles — 2016 eeas.europa.eu

(2)- “The assault on the palace in Kasese, which killed more people than any smgle event since the height of the
war in Northern Uganda over a decade ago, should not be swept under the carpet,” said Maria Burnett, associate
Africa director at Human Rights Watch. “People in Kasese are still looking for their family members, including
children, and they deserve answers and justice for these gruesome killings.” 2017 — (il ot Ges e
www.hrw. org accessed 27/11/2017
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