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Abstract

This research addresses the obligations of witnesses in judicial proceedings, focusing on the
distinction between criminal liability arising from a witness’s failure to comply with legal du-
ties, and what is considered a legal and ethical obligation in the framework of cooperation with
justice. The study explores the legal framework governing witness testimony in both Arab and
Western legal systems, and analyzes key duties imposed on witnesses, such as appearing in
court, taking an oath, telling the truth, and not refusing to testify without legitimate justification.
It also examines the penalties—such as imprisonment or fines—that may result from breaching
these obligations. The research highlights the essential distinction between testimony as a pub-
lic legal duty and instances where legal protection may be necessary for the witness’s safety,
especially in sensitive criminal cases. In conclusion, the study recommends a balance between
the justice system’s need for the truth and the witness’s right to legal protection when warranted.

Keywords: Witness obligations, Criminal liability, Justice system.
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