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Abstract
This research addresses the right to privacy in light of the rapid development of communi-
cation technologies, with a particular focus on the offense of wiretapping telephone commu-
nications under Lebanese law. It is based on the central question of whether the Lebanese
legal framework provides effective protection for the confidentiality of communications in
the face of technological advancements that have significantly expanded surveillance and
data interception capabilities. The study examines the conceptual and legal framework of the
right to privacy, its recognition in international human rights instruments and national consti-
tutions, and highlights its importance in protecting individuals against unlawful interference
by both public authorities and private actors. It also analyzes the legal structure of the offense
of wiretapping, including its constitutive elements, forms, and applicable sanctions, as well
as the legal procedures governing interception measures under Lebanese law, with refer-
ences to comparative legal systems. Further, the research concludes that, despite the legal
recognition of communication confidentiality in Lebanon, the current legislative framework
requires further development to adapt to digital transformations. In particular, there is a need
to strengthen procedural safeguards and judicial oversight to achieve a balanced approach
between public security requirements and the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms.

Keywords: Privacy, Secrecy of Communications, Wiretapping, Interception of Communications,
Criminal Protection, Right to Privacy, Electronic Surveillance, Digital Evidence, Law No.
140/1999.
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